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The North England Conference in conjunction with 

Amazing Facts ministry, presented for the first time, 

an evangelistic programme broadcasted to the 

world on the internet and via satellite - on the 3ABN 

television network. The programme, under the 

theme ôStreams of Lightõ, was held at the Bethel 

Convention Centre in West Bromwich and brought 

together church members from all over Britain. 

 

Doug Bachelor, President and Director of Amazing 

Facts, was the preacher for the four night series and Day of Fellowship culminating on Sabbath, December 5.  NEC 

President, Ian Sweeney, who served as one of the compares said of the series, òIt was very interesting to see the 

dynamics of broadcasting to a live TV audience. In broadcast ministry one suddenly becomes aware of the much 

greater potential impact of the service. Usually one focuses on the number of people in a hall but in this type of  

ministry one becomes aware of the much larger audience that can be reached via internet streaming and satellite 

television.ó òIn this one and a half hour service the question time and preaching took up one hour and fifteen  

minutes, giving the preaching of the Word the greatest priority. I was thoroughly blessed and privileged to be a part 

of the programme,ó Pastor Sweeney said. 

 

One of the points that kept coming up in interviews with attendees was the fact that the television schedule forced 

us to run the programmes on time. Many members expressed their appreciation to see our local church involved in 

such a well organised and finely tuned programme and expressed the desire that this will inspire their local 

churches to follow suit. Many senior members, who are ôshut inõ or could not attend, expressed great pride and 

pleasure to see their local  

Conference being a part of such an 

important international venture. 

There was a great sense of warmth 

and camaraderie as members of the 

church family from both the North 

and South of the Conference and the 

country met for spiritual nourishment 

and worship. 

 

Paul, who attended all the meetings 

said, òThe messages were spiritual 

and interesting. The big challenge is 

for us to take the necessary steps to 

change our lives, the event having a 

truly long term impact on the life of 

the church.ó Another attendee, 

Yvonne, said, òThe presentations, 

which were in a language that even 

the children could understand,  

challenged non-members to commit their lives to the Lord and longstanding believers to have spiritual renewal and 
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greater commitment.ó 

 

Ordination Service  
The nightly presentations which focussed on revival and  

recommitment ended on the Sabbath with a Day of Fellowship. 

Any ordination is a memorable event at any time but to hold 

that service under the lights with the backdrop of the ôStreams 

of Lightõ revival series has to be that bit more memorable.  

Pastor Robert Williams was ordained to gospel ministry after 

seventeen years of service as a lay-preacher, then Bible 

worker and finally a calling to full-time, paid ministry in the 

North England Conference. 

 

Within a crowded programme at the Bethel Convention Centre 

the ordination service had to be kept to time. The sermon, by 

Pastor Don McFarlane had the usual formula of advice and  

encouragement and challenge ð with the addition of power 

and passion. Pastor Williams, in response, highlighted the 

Lordõs leading in his life ð as evidenced by his Motherõs prayer 

at his birth, dedicating him to Godõs service and the time when 

an old teacher heard her former pupil preaching and refused 

to believe that this powerful preacher was the shrinking violet 

who used to sit in her class. Such is the evidence of the 

changes God can make in a life dedicated to his service. 

 

The songs by Godfrun Moore and then by Marie Jones, helped 

the congregation to appreciate that the ordination service was 

far more than the just an occasion when a young man is  

recognised by his peers as a Pastor, but is also a public  

acknowledgement of Godõs anointing for greater service. 

 

Wisely, both Pastor Robert and Pastor Ian Sweeney highlighted the contribution made by so many people to this  

culmination of one manõs ministry. Special thanks were given to present churches, previous churches, relatives and friends 

ð and his Mum that helped to make the event possible. Pastor Mike Simpson who served as his mentor and supervisor 

was also given special thanks. Pastor Williams now serves as the minister for the Manchester Central, Manchester Asian 

churches and the Rochdale church Plant. 

 

J Nicholson/P Jeynes 

To see more pictures from the Streams of Light event, visit http://www.necadventist.org.uk 




















