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Melisa Nicholson is a member of the Tamworth Church in Staffordshire and on her 

gap year, is serving as a Student Missionary at the Maranatha Bilingual School, in 

Comayagua, Honduras in Central America. At present she is three months into her 

10 months mission service.  Melissa is one of a team of four Mission Students 

teaching at this school. NEC Communicator interviewed her and hopes that her story 

will be an inspiration to other young people dreaming of serving the Lord in this way. 

 

Why did you choose to do Mission Service? 
It started with curiosity, from when I was a child in  

Sabbath School listening to mission stories from far-

away places.  The amazing things of daring and doing 

and seeing the hand of God working in the lives of  

ordinary people inspired me to use my talents to serve 

God in this way. At the same time, Iõve always had  

empathy towards other people and wondered why 

ôsomebodyõ wouldnõt do something to help those in 

need or tell others about Jesus. The more I prayed and 

studied, the more convicted I became that it was my 

responsibility to be that ôsomebodyõ. Not only was it my 

responsibility but it is the obligation of every true  

follower of Christ.  Through attending youth events and 

listening to speakers such as Randy Skeete, Jeffery 

Rosario and David Gates, my inner decision to commit a 

year of my life to do Godõs work wherever it might be 

only became stronger. So here I am, God provided the ways and the means. All He needed was my willingness. 

 

Who is sponsoring you and how did you get chosen to serve in Honduras? 
I received sponsorship from my home church, Tamworth and the Camp Hill, Erdington, Handsworth and Windsor 

Street churches, as well as many donations from family and friends. I applied online through the Adventist Volunteer  

Service and my application was accepted by the General Conference in May. 

 

How has your mission trip affected your Christian experience? 
My Mission Service has helped me to know with more certainty that the promises in the Bible are not just there for 

decoration. In a practical way, I try daily to commit my will to God and when I do thereõs such peace and safety there. 

I know that if anything happens to me itõs because God allowed it. I have discovered that the people that I meet, God 

has put them there for a purpose. 

 

What does your assignment entail? 
Each day I teach Math, Science and Bible to children in Year 2 and English Literature to Year 7. Itõs a challenge  

dealing with their different personalities and attitudes but Iõm learning each day how to get better at teaching them 

and getting the best out of them. Some of the children come from broken homes and because it is a fee paying  

Adventist school they have to be able to afford to be here. Many of the childrenõs parents send money from the U.S 
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where they work to pay for their school fees and the children live with grandparents or aunts and uncles. These 

children need attention more than most, even though they are more prosperous in comparison to the children in 

the area where we live. Every Friday we (the missionaries) run an hourõs chapel service where we basically tell the 

children about Jesus, from Grade 1-6. We teach them action songs and choruses in English, get them involved in 

dramas from the Bible or stories with morals. Because I had no idea in detail exactly what Iõd be doing out here I 

didnõt bring any books or resources for teaching children Bible themes so when it comes to my turn to lead out I 

literally sit and dig through every Sabbath School and childrenõs story in my memory for resources. I learn more 

and more every day from the Bibleõs counsel, Ellen. G. Whiteõs advice and the wisdom that can only come from the 

experience of the people that live here. 

 

How are you coping as a teacher in a totally different language and cultural  

situation? 
There are times in the day the children and  

circumstances of the job press in and Iõm praying; 

òGod Iõm not going to make it through this day unless 

you give me patience and a sound mind.ó And he  

supplies all I need. Itõs been a life changing experience 

for me. I came to a place where I knew no-one, and 

spoke very little of the language and itõs become 

home. Every day Iõm reminded that in my own strength, 

I can do nothing. The patience and wisdom that I am 

gaining every day to cope with lifeõs challenges are all 

straight from heaven. I canõt emphasise that enough ñ 

itõs not who I am but who Christ is, whose care Iõm in. 

My Spanish has improved so much though I hope to be 

almost fluent by June. 

 

Traditionally, most missionaries are 

white and from North America. How 

have the people that you serve  

responded to you? 
Pretty well, the Honduran people all come in all kinds 

of colours and have such mixed backgrounds so that I 

look more like a local than the American girls. Being 

black hasnõt posed any problems at all; being from 

England has been more of an issue. A lot of people 

have never heard a British accent and have difficulty 

understanding me. So at school I have to spell and 

pronounce things the American way because the  

children are taught using an American curriculum. 

 

What advice do you have for other young  

people who might be considering Missionary 

Service? 
Itõs intense, itõs a challenge. Mission Service shows you who you really are and the person Christ can mould you 

into. Iõve only been here 3 months but itõs been the best three months of my life. Clich® maybe, but what else 

could describe leaving everything youõve ever known and moving to a country thousands of miles away where  

everything is uncertain, except the certainty of knowing that you are on Godõs business. 

 

How are you coping with creepy crawlies and other exotic creatures? 
The first day I arrived, a gecko (type of lizard) jumped out the wardrobe as I was putting my clothes in and the  

following morning the biggest cockroach I have ever seen ran across the kitchen floor. We had a rat in our kitchen 

and biting black ants too. Since then Iõve got used to them except for these huge bat like butterflies that make my 

heart skip several beats! 

 

Contact Melissa at: melnicholson@hotmail.co.uk 
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Muslim vs. Christian Debates at  
Birmingham City University  
 
By J Nicholson / C McDonald 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

On Monday 23rd November, at Birmingham City University, the Islamic Society (ISOC) hosted a debate on the topic òIs 

the Current Bible A Divine Revelation from God?ó Speaking for the motion was Carlton McDonald a Seventh Day  

Adventist, and against, Adnan Rashid a Muslim scholar. This was to be the third debate between the two, the first,  

entitled, òIs the Divinity of Jesus Biblically Consistent?ó was organised and hosted by the ISOC of Manchester University. 

The second, entitled, òIs the Qurõan a Divine Revelation from God?ó was hosted in a Muslim Centre in Birmingham. The 

organisers were castigated for allowing a Christian to criticise the Qurõan.  Consequently, the excitement leading up to 

the òthird roundó amongst the Birmingham Muslims was heightened in anticipation of a knockout from the Muslim to the 

Christian. 

 

The room had a capacity of 120 and, was by far, the smallest audience to date with about 140 people in attendance. 

The audience consisted of three Sikhs, approximately 10 Christians, and the rest were Muslims. 

 

Adnan spoke first and raised a number of issues regarding Paulõs right to be an apostle and what he regarded as  

unfulfilled prophecies.  The thrust of his talk centred on the lack of the original writings of the Biblical authors and the 

fact that no two copies are exactly the same. Carlton did not respond directly to these issues immediately, choosing  

instead to speak about the Bible, its historicity and authorship. The thrust of his talk was the accuracy of Biblical  

prophecies, every one either being fulfilled or yet to be fulfilled. 

 

Adnan then had 20 minutes to respond, and continued to emphasise the hundreds of thousands of differences in the 

New Testament alone, more differences than there are verses. He also picked on the disagreement between Christians 

as to which books are in, and which are out of the canon. 

 

Carlton then addressed the argument of the, so-called, unfulfilled prophecies, the reasons for the different manuscript 

readings, and the reasons for different accounts of the same events. His main defence was that in a court of law, the 

essential facts not being disputed amongst the witnesses would be sufficient to ascertain the truth of the events being 

described. 

 

After five minutes of questions from one speaker to another, there was an hour of questions to the speakers conducted 

in an orderly manner.  Carlton anticipated one particular question about unfulfilled prophecies that stunned the  

audience.  He played an excerpt from a YouTube video showing a number of unfulfilled prophecies. He went on to show 

that the prophecies had all indeed been fulfilled.  

 

The atmosphere of the debate was respectful and it was clear that the two debaters had mutual respect for each other 

even when sparring.  At the end of the evening in his closing remarks Carlton challenged the Muslims to read the Bible 

for themselves and not to trust either him or the Muslim teachers.  He offered them a free copy of Bible Readings 

(previously Bible Readings for the Home).  Approximately 70 of these were taken by the audience. 

 

Please pray that not only are the books read, but that the seeds of truth develop and bear fruit. 

 

Carlton has many resources that he is prepared to give away to make it easier for Adventists to respond to the very 

many hard questions that Muslims ask of Christianity.  He also has an annotated Word document containing the text of 

the Qurõan in English that he has produced. Finally, there are numerous PowerPoint presentations that he has prepared 

in relation to debates and defence of the truth in relation to Islam. You can contact him at c.g.mcdonald@derby.ac.uk. 

vs. 



Streams of Light - Day 1 
By Peter Jeynes 

Bethel Convention Centre, West 

Bromwich, has been converted 

into a vast television studio for 

the ôStreams of Lightõ revival  

series hosted by the North  

England Conference of Seventh-

day Adventists, Lifestyle TV from 

Sweden, Amazing Facts from  

California and 3ABN.  

 

Andrew Thompson, the  Centre  

Centre  Manager, himself a  

committed  Christian, prayed with 

the large team on the first  

morning before the television 

team set up their equipment. Mr 

Thompson expressed his  

admiration of the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church and their ability 

to draw multitudes of different 

people together. 

 

The ôStreams of Lightõ series is 

aimed at spiritual revival, both for 

the live audience and for people watching the programmes by satellite or on the  

internet. The speaker, Pastor Doug Batchelor, is well known world-wide to regular watchers of his video programmes. Not 

so well known to an international audience perhaps, but delighting so many, was Geraldine Farmer. Hailing from South 

Africa, Geraldineõs opening song was, ôSomebody bigger than you and Iõ, while her son Jonathan was on duty with the audio 

visual team. 

 

During his presentation, Pastor Doug was anxious to impress on his vast audience the value of the Bible. A master of visual 

communication and a lover of words, the speaker offered sound bites that made the audience think deeply. òSurrounding 

ourselves with Christian things is no substitute for reading the word of Godó, could have been the sound bite of the night. 

Some people, Pastor Batchelor pointed out, may have, òlost their taste for the Bible because they are eating at another 

cafeteriaó. 

 

The first eveningõs audience, largely from the Birmingham area, were attentive to the sermon and presentation, despite 

the large camera crane moving above them feeding signals to a mobile studio outside the hall. The LifeStyle TV group from 

Sweden offer more than the services of a very professional group of young people sending video signals around the world. 

Claus and Theresa Nybo who lead the team at LifeStyleTV, are committed to Christian ministry through video and so train 

young people in video skills through extensive skill development. The young people working in the team are skilled in more 

than technical activities ð they are not techie Geeks. They are video evangelists who can handle the Bible as well as the 

camera and live a lifestyle that many would admire. 

 

Wednesdayõs programme ended with a happy congregation. The revival had begun, not only by satellite, or by fine words, 

but by the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

The ôStreams of Lightõ started on Wednesday, December 2nd and continues until Sabbath, December 5th. For details of 

how you can attend in person (Thursday and Friday), or watch online or via satellite, please visit www.necadventist.org.uk. 

 

Attendance on Sabbath 5th December is by ticket only, and all tickets are now SOLD OUT. 
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