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Sunday evening the 22nd November saw the realisation of a splendid musical event at the newly refurbished 

Birmingham Town Hall, under the theme, òBirmingham Inspiredó. The Birmingham Area 5 churches, under the 

sponsorship of Dr. Diana Sinclair - Head of the North England Conference Music Department, were  

responsible for planning and hosting the event. The  programme was a cornucopia of various age groups and 

musical styles. The featured groups included Camp Hill 

Youth Choir, Handsworth Tabernacle and Eternal Praise, 

singing modern 

gospel music that 

was inspiring and 

very well received 

by the audience. 

There were more 

traditional church 

choirs such as the 

Camp Hill Church 

Choir (Bõham) and 

the Wednesfield 

Church Choir from  

Wolverhampton, 

who sang choral 

anthems more to 

the taste of the 

m a n y  s e n i o r  

members of the 

audience.  

 

Very often one 

hears loud and 

pointed criticism 

of the youth of our communities for their antisocial behaviour; however the age range of the various groups 

and their talented performances assures us that one need not fear for the future of church music as the 

young, enthusiastic and talented musicians demonstrated their talents and enthusiasm in their performances. 

 

There was also a variety of a capella groups, demonstrating the various styles of close harmony singing. These 

included the longstanding group, Steadfast and a newer group, The Shepherds Quartet from the Handsworth 

Wood African Fellowship. The youngest group, One Voice, was comprised of eight teenage girls from the  

Yardley church, singing close harmony in an innovative and very effective way.   
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The compére for the evening was Simon Burgher, who using humour and wit, moved the programme on  

effortlessly. This programme was designed to be an evangelistic event and during the intermission there was a 

Health Expo stall sponsored by the NEC Health Ministries department, during which, blood pressure checks were 

undertaken and health advice given by a team of health workers. There were also free DVDõs being given out,  

featuring a presentation by Doug Bachelor of the Amazing Facts TV ministry.  

 

The children in the audience were not overlooked. Each child present was given a very attractive gift pack of books 

sponsored by the Windsor Street Seventh-day Adventist church. The pack included an attractive Childrenõs Bible 

and information about creative youth ministry, including the Adventurer and Pathfinder Clubs run by the church. 

 

The programme also featured a short inspirational address by former London Times Preacher of the Year and NEC 

President, Pastor Ian Sweeney. A highlight of the program was the massed choirs accompanied by the Midlands 

Orchestra, featuring 30 wood, wind and string players, under the direction of David Brooks singing Thou O Lord. 

The programme was brought to a rousing finale with over two hundred voices singing òTotal Praiseó.  Pastor  

Masih , Area 5 District Coordinator, commenting on the programme, said, òThis was a splendid evening and I think 

we should make it an annual affair.ó A good time was had by all.    
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A Severe Mercy  

 

What often might at first glance seem to be a moment of great disaster and failure can in 

the long term turn out to have been a moment of opportunity and great blessing. A young 

lady boarding with a family friend, when told that it was time to move on and develop her 

own independence, was filled with anger at the perceived lack of generosity. She owned 

very little and had to buy furniture and household implements to furnish her own  

apartment. Some time later she returned to her former landlady and thanked her for  

moving her on, saying, òThank you for giving me the push, because I would never have  

acquired anything for myself in life - I was too comfortable in your home.ó Many people in 

the search for adulation and glory sacrifice in the process, their values, principles, family, 

and even their health and wellbeing to attain their dream, only to discover further down the 

road that they would give up everything they had gained to regain all that they had lost. 

 

Most of the great performers of the music and pop world began as singers in the church and where are they now? Many 

of them have died prematurely, due to drug-abuse, violence, overindulgence and licentiousness. Yes they might have 

gained wealth, fame and notoriety, but in the process lost that which was of greatest value. Look at Amy Whitehouse, 

Jimi Hendrix, Elvis Presley and Billie Halliday, all exceptionally talented singers, psychologically linked by addiction and a 

tendency towards self-destruction as a result of an abusive lifestyle. The words of scripture never loses its potency; 

òSeek first the kingdom of heaven and his righteousness,ó (Matt.6:33) and everything else will fall in place. 

 The idolisation of stage and film personages often leads to a very dysfunctional lifestyle. Performers often seek to live in 

a state of perpetual thrill and excitement. People were not designed to live that way. Unfortunately many have become 

so addicted to this state of artificial excitement that they seek to maintain it artificially by the use of narcotic drugs,  

alcohol and sex. Even ministers of the gospel are not exempt from the seductive power of flattery and adulation.  They 

hear from adoring parishioners things like, òThat was such a wonderful sermon; you are such a wonderful preacher that 

is the best sermon Iõve heard, I want to tell you my life story, I need your helpó... Often some Ministers and preachers are 

themselves suffering from their own inner demons of inadequacy and insecurity and become easily seduced by the myth 

of their own infallibility, thereby falling victim to inappropriate and illicit behaviour.  

 

Public performers must never forget ôWhoõ is great and to whom the honour and adulation is truly due. Whether in  

singing, preaching or whatever; any excellence there is, is a gift from God. As a consequence, all the honour, glory and 

adulation belong to Him; we are simply channels through which God reveals himself and works His purpose out. 

 

All of us are vulnerable to the Peter syndrome. In your mindõs eye see Peter walking on the water towards Jesus, the  

further he gets from the boat the more his ego takes over. òLook! See how wonderful I am. Look at me, I can walk on 

water.ó Lucifer, standing in the presence of inestimable majesty, began to lose sight of where the power and glory really 

resided and became seduced by his own reflected beauty. (Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and 

you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendour. Ezekiel 28:17 NIV) 

 

The case of the Apostle Paul illustrates how far God will go to save us. To save Paul from pride and self importance, God 

gave him a ôthorn in the fleshõð what could be described as a òSevere Mercyó. Paul discovered that his affliction was a 

blessing to òTo keep me from becoming conceitedó, he wrote (2 Cor.12:7 NIV).  Three times Paul prayed that his  

impediment might be removed, yet the Divine response was No! - òMy grace is sufficient for you: for my strength is made 

perfect in weaknessó (2Corinthians 12:9 ASV). 

 

As each of us look back over our lives we surely can see incidents which at first glance had seemed to be unmitigated 

examples of near perfect disaster, but which later turned out to be glorious opportunities for growth and a blessing in  

disguise. Godõs power is made complete in our weakness. Always keep in mind that our lives are in the hands of a loving 

merciful Heavenly Father and discover the blessings in disguise that daily He sends our way. 

 

J Nicholson 
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CHIPS for all at the NEC 
By Peter Jeynes 

 

The CHIP programme has been promoted for some time now in Great Britain by 

the different Health Department directors and reported well in Seventh-day  

Adventist publications. òThe proof of the pudding is in the eating,ó runs the saying. 

Do the Conference leaders and workers themselves believe in what they are  

promoting? 

 

Some of the staff, departmental leaders and secretaries alike, along with visiting 

friends, at the North England Conference office in Nottingham have been doing a 

MicroCHIP course during their lunch break. The programme, run by Grace Walsh, 

the Conference Health Department Director and by Mike Rossiter, former  

Pathfinder Director in the Conference, has been an initiative to help the staff at 

the office share in the benefits of the course, developed by Dr. Hans Diehl. 

 

Titles and words used by the speakers and participants come from the excellent 

on-screen resources and the literature provided. òOptimal dietó, òjump 

startó and òcleansing dietó possibly represent a whole new language for 

the visitor ð yet outline the motivation behind the course ð better health 

for all. 

 

Wendy Forrester, one of the new employees at the Conference, said of 

the provided lunch, òIn the long term this should give me more energy 

and better healthó. That from a young lady who by her own admission 

doesnõt think she has high blood pressure, or high cholesterol and so is 

taking steps to make sure that she avoids both. 

 

òEat more and lose weightó, sounds a very attractive proposition. As a 

sound bite from the video, we recognise that the aim of the CHIP course 

is not simply about health at all costs but offers a lifestyle change that 

would lead to a healthier, happier person who eats a normal diet ð and 

who can fit into a normal family and church life. 

 

As Mike Rossiter pointed out, the CHIP course is all about, òbeing healthy 

by choice, not by chance.ó The choice worked for Mike who looks really 

well and is convinced about the value of the course. When he participated 

in CHIP for the first time, he advised his  Doctor that he expected his  

medicinal needs to change by the close of the course. A dubious  

ò 

ñ   Being  

healthy by  

choice and  

not by  

chance 
 

response was followed by the Doctor having to cope with real changes in Mikeõs blood sugars and then the need to 

change medicine for Mike Rossiter. 

 

Behind the CHIP course is advice given for years by Adventist health educators ð which really should be able to 

change a life. The staff at the office are giving it a try and showing that they believe in the programmes they are  

trying to promote. 

 
 










