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NEC Communicator 

Media Relations Guidelines 

As you may be aware, there is presently an ongoing court case in Manchester involving a 
former church member, Gene (Rocky) Morrison, that is creating some interest in the 
local and international media. It is with this in mind that this week‟s NEC Communicator 
addresses how our local congregations should handle any such media attention. Please 
read the summary of suggested media guidelines to be followed by leaders and the 
wider membership if contacted by the press. 
 
We solicit your continued prayers for those that have to handle this matter and for all 
those that have been affected by this unfortunate situation. 
 
Editor  

The oldest surviving English  

newspaper, Berrow's Worcester  

Journal, dates back to 1690, 

when it was launched as the 

Worcester Postman. 

Statement Re: Gene (Rocky) Morrison Case 

Given that there is an on-going court case you will appreciate that we cannot make any 

direct comments about the charges made against Gene Morrison. However, as with any 

like-minded Christian, as Seventh-day Adventists, our hearts go out to all those who 

have been affected by this case and as a church we continue to give them our full  

support.  

  

The Seventh-day Adventist Church has, over the last few years, invested heavily in  

implementing best practice in the safety of both adults and children, through the  

implementation of the Keeping the Church Family Safe (KCFS) programme. This policy 

mandates the training of Child Safety Representatives (CSR) and ensuring that those 

working with children and vulnerable adults are CRB checked.  As a Christian  

organisation we believe in positive family values and affirm the dignity and worth of 

each human being. We decry all forms of physical, sexual, emotional abuse and family 

violence and expect that all our members and leaders will follow best practice. 

 
Jeff Nicholson, 
North England Conference Communications Director  

Open Channels: What’s flowing through you? 

With all that the media brings to this information age, bombarding our senses into  

desensitisation, how do we filter through the noise?  Shakti Gawain suggests this: “We 

will discover the nature of our particular genius when we stop trying to conform to our 

own or other people‟s models.  We must learn to be ourselves and allow our natural 

channel to open.” 

  

What are you an open channel for?  

  

Read more at: http://www.reframe.info/~pdf/NEWSLETTERS/3-7.pdf 
 

Source: Beverly (CSPS re:frame News Editor) 

http://www.andson.co.uk/
http://www.reframe.info/~pdf/NEWSLETTERS/3-7.pdf
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The following is a suggested guide to be followed by leaders and the wider membership if approached by the 
press. As Christians, we should be polite to the media. However, slow down and be careful what you say. Don't 
be pressured by them. Remember, you are in control. 

 

Here is a simple guide: 

 

When someone questions you, ask them who they are and what organisation they represent. 

 

Kindly let them know that you will pass their details on to someone who can speak to them or give them 

the details of the designated spokesperson. 

 

Never say „no comment‟ to the Media as it will appear to them as if you have something to hide. Instead 

point out that you are not qualified to comment on the matter (if you are not the designated  

spokesperson) and as there is an ongoing court case, you do not want to make any comments that might 

prove prejudicial. Then direct them to the designated official Media spokesperson at the North England 

Conference or at the BUC Offices. 

 

If you are not the authorised spokesperson then please do not answer questions or provide information, 

however nice, concerned or friendly the journalist may appear.  Remember, if you don't say it, they can't 

quote it. 

 

Be polite but firm on this issue. Consistently refer them to the designated spokesperson. 

 

Stick to concise, clear and internally consistent messages. Although you don't want to say „no comment‟, 

sometimes the less you say, the better. 

 

Remember that journalists are just doing their job, therefore do not be rude to them. However, church 

members are encouraged to avoid loose talk but rather leave things to the officially designated  

spokesperson - thereby managing the situation in as positive a way as possible. 

 

When contacted for an interview, try to appear as helpful and cooperative as possible and direct the  

media to the designated spokesperson. 

 

If you say it, expect to see it in print or hear it on the air. 

 

Always avoid speculation or exaggeration. 

 

The designated spokesperson at the NEC Office is Jeff Nicholson, Communications Director (0115 960 6312 or 

07971 457 593) or, if he is not available, Ian Sweeney, President (0115 960 6312 or 07970 481 128). 

Media Guidelines for Local Churches 

Four tips to recognize the onset of a stroke 

A stroke is an interruption of the blood supply to any part of the brain. A stroke can happen when a blood vessel 

that supplies blood to the brain is blocked by a blood clot (ischemic stroke), or when a blood vessel breaks open, 

causing blood to leak into the brain (hemorrhagic stroke). 

 

If blood flow is stopped for longer than a few seconds, the brain cannot get blood and oxygen. Brain cells can 

die, causing permanent damage, or even death. 

 

Importance of being able to identify a stroke 

  

During a BBQ, Jane stumbled and took a little fall. She assured everyone that she was fine and said that she had 

just tripped over a brick because of her new shoes.  

 

After declining their offer to call the paramedics, Jane‟s friends got her cleaned up and got her a new plate 

of food. Although she appeared a little shaken up, she went about enjoying herself the rest of the evening. 
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Four tips to identify the onset of a stroke 

(continued...) 

 

Jane's husband called later, telling everyone that his wife had been taken to the hospital and that at 

6:00pm Jane had passed away. Unbeknown to her friends at the time, she had suffered a stroke at the BBQ.  

 

Had Jane‟s friends known how to identify the signs of a stroke, perhaps Jane would be with us today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although some stroke victims don't die, they end up in a helpless, hopeless condition, which could have been 

prevented if more people knew how to identify the onset of a stroke. 

 

A neurologist said that if he can get to a stroke victim within 3 hours he can reverse the effects of a stroke...  

totally. He said the trick was getting a stroke recognized, diagnosed, and then getting the patient medically 

cared for within 3 hours.  

 

Recognising a stroke 

 

Thank God for the sense to remember the 3 steps, „STR‟, plus a new 4th step. Read and Learn!  

 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. 

Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions:  

 

Remember the 1st Three Letters.... S. T. R.   

  

S  -  Ask the individual to SMILE.  

T  -  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE coherently (e.g. It is sunny out today.)  

R  -  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.  

 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call 999 immediately and describe the symptoms. 

 

New Sign of a Stroke: Stick out Your Tongue  
 

 Another sign of a stroke is to ask the person to stick out his or her tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked' or if it goes 

to one side or the other, that may also be an indication of a stroke.  
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Upcoming Calendar Events - 3rd & 4th 

Quarters 2009 

September 

25th - 27th (Fri—Sun)  NEC Family Ministries - Marriage Enrichment Weekend (spaces 

   still available, please call the NEC Office a.s.a.p. to register) 

27th (Sunday)  NEC Music Ministries - Choir Leaders Day, Birmingham 

 

October 

17th - 20th (Thurs—Sun)  NEC Youth - School of the Prophets/Teen Congress, Cefn Lea 

 

Upcoming Events 

3rd / 4th  Quarters  

Editorial Notices 

 

“Ten Promises for Children” study pack 

The North England Conference Family & Children‟s Ministries Department have a poster-and-study-guide pack 

available to churches for £12. Available copies are limited and will be despatched on a first-come-first-served 

basis. For more information, please call the NEC office. Contact details are on page 8. 

 

Welcome, new Communications Secretary 

The Communications department has a new secretary, Wendy Forrester. I would like to welcome Wendy as well 

as say goodbye to George Acquah, who has moved on to new pastures. Wendy is also secretary for the  

Stewardship, Family Life and Children‟s Ministries departments and can be contacted at  

wforrester@necadventist.org.uk. 

Brain Teaser 

Can You Find 16 Books of the Bible? 

 

I ONCE MADE A REMARK ABOUT THE HIDDEN BOOKS OF THE BIBLE. IT 

WAS A LULU, KEPT PEOPLE LOOKING SO HARD FOR FACTS AND  

TO OTHERS IT WAS A REVELATION. SOME WERE IN A JAM, ESPECIALLY 

SINCE THE NAMES OF THE BOOKS WERE NOT CAPITALISED. BUT THE 

TRUTH FINALLY STRUCK HOME TO NUMBERS OF READERS. TO  

OTHERS IT WAS A REAL JOB. WE WANT IT TO BE A MOST FASCINATING 

FEW MOMENTS FOR YOU. YES, THERE WILL BE SOME REALLY EASY 

ONES TO SPOT. OTHERS MAY REQUIRE JUDGES TO HELP THEM. I WILL 

QUICKLY ADMIT IT USUALLY TAKES A MINISTER TO FIND ONE OF 

THEM, AND THERE WILL BE LOUD LAMENTATIONS WHEN IT IS FOUND. 

A LITTLE LADY SAYS SHE BREWS A CUP OF CAFFEINE FREE TEA SO 

THAT SHE CAN CONCENTRATE BETTER. SEE HOW WELL YOU CAN 

COMPETE. RELAX NOW, FOR THERE REALLY ARE SIXTEEN NAMES OF 

THE BOOKS IN THIS STORY. 
 

One preacher found 15 books in 20 minutes.....but it took him three weeks to find the 16th one. Happy hunting! 

 

Answers in next week‟s Communicator! 

http://choirleadersday.eventbrite.com
http://resolution09.eventbrite.com/
mailto:wforrester@necadventist.org.uk
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22 Zulla Road 

Mapperley Park 

Nottingham 

NG3 5DB 

Phone: 0115 980 6312 

Fax: 0115 969 1476 

E-mail: jnicholson@necadventist.org.uk 
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Weõre on the web: 

www.necadventist.org.uk 


